Kristin “Krissa” Stewart 


4/6/2021 


LIM-502 


Quick Writes #2 


Open Access is something that has been on the mind of librarians for a long time and is 
something that many librarians support. This makes sense. Libraries are places to store and give 
out information, and the minute you must pay for that information, especially for scientific 
journals, that information can not be accessed by everyone. This contributes to the spread of 
misinformation through the population. And there is a good reason for this, often times 
publishers charge large prices fora single paper, and they are locked behind often confusing 
copyright laws. What is more, the authors of these scholarly papers are not paid when a publisher 
produces a monetary toll booth for their work. Open access not only allows more knowledge to 
spread, but it also gives more freedom to researchers and academics. When someone looking into 
a similar topic does not have to pay prices for pieces that can only help them with their own 
research. Grant money can be allocated to the actual research rather than paying for the research 


of the past. 


Of course, there are draw backs as well. These publishers are often tied directly to 
universities who do the research. The disconnect that could be caused by Open Access, could 
quiet possibly cause the library to lose some standing in the University setting, as Joseph 
Esposito argues in “Libraries Face a Future of Open Access”. This could also complicate 


copyright even further than it already is. Who would hold the copyright now? If we go with the 


authors, how is it handled in cases with multiple authors? These are questions that need to be 


figured out before jumping fully into Open Access, or everything may fall apart completely. 


